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Major ESG Rating Agencies Sustainalytics and 

MSCI, Its Methodologies and Products 
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Sustainalytics and Its ESG Products:  
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Sustainalytics ESG Risk Rating:  
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Unmanaged Risk: How Sustainalytics Scores It  
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Final Unmanaged Risk Score: 
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Allocation of Companies by ESG Risk Categories (January 2020) 

 

Source: Sustainalytics (2020). 

MSCI ESG Research: 
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MSCI ESG Hierarchy: 

3 Pillars 10 Topics 37 Problems of ESG 

Environment 

Climate Change  

Emissions 

Environmental Impact Financing  

Product Carbon Emissions  

Climate Change Vulnerability 

Natural Resources 

Water Stress 

Biodiversity and Land Use 

Raw Material Supply 

Pollution and Waste 

Waste and Hazardous Emissions 

Packaging Materials and Waste 

Wasted Electricity 

Opportunities 

Opportunities in Clean Technology 

Opportunities in Green Buildings 

Opportunities in Renewable Energy 

Social 

Human Resources 

Labour management 

Health & Safety 

Human Capital Development 

Supply Chain Labour Standards 



 

 

                                                                                

 

3 Pillars 10 Topics 37 Problems of ESG 

Product Liability 

Product Safety and Quality 

Chemical Safety 

Financial Product Safety 

Privacy and Data Security 

Responsible Investing 

Health and Demographic Risks 

Stakeholder Opposition Controversial Supply 

Social Opportunities 

Access to Media 

Access to Finance 

Access to Health Care 

Nutrition and Medical Opportunities 

Governance 

Corporate Governance 

Board of Directors 

Salary  

Ownership 

Accounting 

Corporate Behaviour 

Business Ethics 

Anticompetitive Practices 

Tax Transparency 

Corruption and Instability 

Financial System Instability 

Source: MSCI (2019) 
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MSCI ESG Risk Score:  
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MSCI ESG Opportunity Score:  
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Controversy Assessment of MSCI: 

MSCI ESG r                   r     r v r    , wh  h                r    r   pr b     w  h   

   p   ’   b                r  k  A     r v r                                  r           
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EXAMPLE 

Controversial Cases:  

Th  ESG r                pp         w      r v r             

•                    r   b                           r    r           
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    r               r        r  r  k   

Th  r                    h   C    1 p           r        r  r  k     h     p        
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MSCI Data Sources:  
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MSCI Final Letter Rating Summary:  
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MSCI ESG Research:  
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Consulting!  
 

 

https://www.ytt-consulting.com/
https://www.ytt-consulting.com/
https://www.ytt-consulting.com/

